
Orkney 
 
Questions on modern studies and citizenship 
 

 
Orkney ‘s collated response as follows: 
  
1. What proportion of your schools offer Modern Studies as a discrete subject in 

BGE? 
 

The two senior secondary schools in Orkney indicate they offer discrete 
Modern Studies courses in S3. However only one gives discrete Modern 
Studies coverage in S1 /2. The remaining schools cover aspects through their 
coverage of the "People, Society, Economy and Business" Es and Os at level 3 
and 4; across Geography, History, Modern Studies, RME, PSE and Business.   
Coverage of Es and Os being in the region of 70%. 

 
2. What proportion of your schools offer an integrated Social Studies Course in 

BGE? 
 

There are currently no integrated social subjects’ course. 
 
3. In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover citizenship 

in S1 – S3? 
 

All do - two illustrations of coverage: 
 

EG: Stromness Academy: 
• 'Human Rights' in terms of education/relationships and equality. S1-3 
• Diversity (LGBT/disability etc) within 'Celebrating Difference' - 

JIGSAW resource (part of relationship ed). S1-3 
• Bystander - the shared responsibility for school and local 

community. (S1-3) 
 
Ex. Kirkwall Grammar School: 

BGE cover age:  a range of aspects of citizenship, through the HWB 
organisers. In general terms the 4 capacities are referenced regularly 
within S1 - S3. Focused citizenship work includes the following: 

• Transferable skills 
• Digital Footprint 
• Mentors in Peer Violence 
• Youth Philanthropy Initiative 
• Consent 
• Being a Responsible Citizen 
• Conflict 
• Safer Islander 
• Taking a lead on MSYP support in classes  



4. In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover 
citizenship in S4 – S6? 
 

Both senior `secondaries do. S4 - S6 Focused work includes: 
 

• Voting and the political system through the 'Make your Mark' campaign. 
• Consumer and employee rights and responsibilities as part of Careers 

sessions. (Senior phase) 
• Law and consequences - across substance misuse/ relationship abuse/ 

driving/ finance/protected characteristics S1-6 
• Life Skills 
• Mentors in Peer Violence 
• Teamwork 
• Safe Driving 
• Committee Roles 
• Keeping Safe 
• First Aid 
• Mentors in Peer Violence Ambassadors 

Senior Phase 
  
[NB please note these questions relate to whether your schools provide the 
following qualifications, as opposed to whether pupils attending your schools 
access these courses in other schools or in colleges] 
  
1. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 3 qualification in 

Senior Phase? 
• Only 1 /6:  Kirkwall Grammar `school offer N3. (Although most pupils 

who would be this level have high Curriculum Support input) 
 
2. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 4 qualification in 

the Senior Phase? 
• Only 1 /6   

  
3. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 5 qualification in 

the Senior Phase? 
• Only 1 /6   
 

4. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Higher qualification in the 
Senior Phase? 
• Only 1 /6   

 
5. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Advanced Higher 

qualification in the Senior Phase? 
• Only 1 /6   
 

6. Has the provision of qualifications at any of these levels fluctuated over the past 
five years? If so, please specify. 
• These offers have been consistent. 



Staffing 
  

1. What proportion of secondary schools in your area have at least one full time 
specialist modern studies teacher (or equivalent of at least 1 FTE)? 
 
• Only 2 out of 6 ---1/3rd: 
 

o SA: has 1 Full-time Geography and one History teacher both of 
whom are qualified in Modern Studies, but they would say their 
specialisms are Geography and History. 

 
o KGS   have 2 specialists in the department and two members 

of staff who are dual qualified in Modern Studies. 
 
2. What proportion of the modern studies specialists in schools in your area are 

teaching in permanent posts? 
 

• Both specialists are in permanent posts. 
 
3. Has the number of permanent posts in modern studies changed in the last 5 

years in your area? If so, please provide details. 
 

• In comparison to 5 years ago, Orkney has 1 more modern studies 
specialist in KGS.  
 

4. Of the secondary schools in your area that offer discrete Modern Studies classes 
in BGE, roughly what proportion of these classes are taught by a specialist 
modern studies teacher? 

 
• Almost all are taught by Modern Studies specialists. 

 
5. What proportion of secondary schools in your area offer Modern Studies 

qualifications of some form? Within this proportion, do you know the extent to 
which these classes are taught by a specialist modern studies teacher? 

 
• All KGS exam classes for Modern Studies are taught by a specialist. 

 
6. Are there any specific challenges in your area at present in relation to the 

recruitment of modern studies specialists? Has this become easier or more 
challenging over the course of the past 5 years? 

  
• No specific challenges. 

 
General comments (optional) 
  
1. What could help to improve the quality of teaching and learning in modern studies 

in your education authority area? 
 

• Currently one school KGS is the only school offering Modern Studies 
consistently to all year groups. This creates some difficulty for collegiate 



authority work. However, the staff in KGS are good at reaching out to others 
in schools across Scotland. 

 
• A review of the BGE curriculum to ensure that all Social Studies Es and Os 

are being addressed 
Senior Phase pupils being able to access Modern Studies certificate courses 
by video-conference, to avoid lost study time due to travel 

 
2. Are there any other comments you would like to make to inform the Committee’s 

work? 
 

• Modern Studies is thriving so much in KGS that there have also been 
pupils completing Higher Politics course in S6. 

 
• SA do not offer certificate courses in Modern Studies as they are a small 

school and each child is only able to choose 6 subjects per year in 
Senior Phase (authority policy). For the size of school, we are, we have a 
broad choice of courses available; if we further increase the range, that 
will reduce class sizes in other subjects and make them less viable. 
Individual pupils who are very keen on taking Modern Studies would 
potentially be able to take it at a partner school. 
 

• Junior High Schools Social Studies staff will cover ‘Modern studies’    
content using Es & Os within BGE, but these schools would tend not to 
offer formal Modern Studies Studies qualifications  
 

• The local authority is working closely with the e-sgoil programme with a 
view to increasing course choice at S4 in the Junior High Schools 
through VC based learning. 
 

 


